
Mrs. BARBARA McDONALD
WATHEN
August 24, 1930 - May 21, 2021

Barbara Wathen, formerly of Rector, Arkansas and St. Louis, Missouri, entered the “Pearly
Gates” Friday morning, May 21. She was 90.

 Service: Family and friends will gather from 1 to 2 p.m. Friday, June 4, in the Chapel at
Robertson Mueller Harper followed by a celebration of her life, livestreamed at https://vide
o.ibm.com/channel/24022406/video/7w8ge6. She will be laid to rest Monday, June 7, in th
e Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery.

 Raised as a farmer’s daughter in Arkansas, Barbara was the daughter of Ernest and Wilto
n McCluney McDonald. Along with her sister, Margarette, she helped tend to all the farm a
nimals (chicken, hogs, mules, horses and cows), and with planting and picking the cotton
crop. When World War II erupted, the family left the farm and moved to St. Louis, where B
arbara attended school and was elected cheerleader at Beaumont High School, the larges
t high school in St. Louis. It was there that she began preparing to be a nurse; but the war
ended before she graduated and she started a family with her high school sweetheart, Jim
my Joe Steenbergen, instead of moving forward with her nursing dreams.

 After the family moved to Fort Worth so her husband could attend Southwestern Baptist S
eminary, they devoted their lives to the ministry of the Lord, for which she was proud to pr
oclaim until the time of her death. After her tour of duty raising their four children and at th
e age of 54, she revived her dream of nursing, returning to school and earning her LVN de
gree. She happily practiced her profession well into her 60s. 

 Among the many activities Barbara enjoyed was ballroom dancing. She and her second h
usband, William B. Wathen, entered and won several ballroom dance contests over the ye
ars, with the waltz being their forte. 

 Barbara loved helping people physically via her nursing skills and spiritually via her love a
nd belief in God. Her faith in God and love for her family was undeniable. She told the best
stories, made the best peanut brittle, started meals with prayer, was an amazing ballroom
dancer, never met a stranger, read Daily Guideposts and sent copies of them with handwri
tten notes and cards to all of her loved ones filled with words of wisdom. She gave everyo
ne $10 at Christmas and signed it “Love Old Santa.” She would call and sing “Happy Birth
day” to you over the phone. She had a love for fashion and always carried herself like a la
dy. She was bigger than life, a spunky little something even at 90. She was an amazing la



dy. Her four children gave her seven loving and successful grandchildren, who in return ga
ve her seven of her “most precious” great-grandchildren. 

 She was a most loving and beautiful lady, who will be remembered by all the lives she tou
ched. While Barbara has departed from our physical world, she will always live in our hear
ts. May you rest in peace.

 She was preceded in death by her parents and her first husband, Rev. Jimmy Joe Steenb
ergen.

 In addition to her husband, Bill, Barbara is survived by her children, James Robert Steenb
ergen, Brenda Miller and her husband, Mike McDonough, Barry Steenbergen, and Karen
Roach and her husband, Tom, she was the adoring grandmother of Cathy Williams, Cody
Torin, Barry Don Steenbergen and his wife, Missy, Becky Sims and her husband, Bryce, Z
ach Roach, Madisen Boenker and her husband, Marshall, and Bailey Roach; and doting g
reat-grandmother of Hayden, Kendall, Fallyn, Alicia, Mia, Thomas and Everett. She is also
survived by her cherished sister, Margarette Weisenstein and her husband, Harold; specia
l sister-in-law, Jo Anne Woods; and was a much-loved aunt to Anna Green and her husba
nd, George, Donna Woods, Sherry Thompsen and her husband, Phil, Debra Weisenstein,
Vicki Bailey and her husband, Scott, Joe Steenbergen and his wife, Connie, Lisa Clarke a
nd her husband, Jason, Eddie Steenbergen and his wife, Teresha Tucker and Tina Passigl
ia and husband, Pete. These nieces and nephews produced numerous great and great-gr
eat-nieces and nephews.



Cemetery

Dallas-Fort Worth National
Cemetery
2000 Mountain Creek Pkwy. 

 Dallas, TX, 75211

Events

JUN
4

Family & Friend Gathering 01:00PM - 02:00PM

Robertson Mueller Harper Funeral and Cremation
Services

 Fifteen Hundred Eighth Avenue, Fort Worth, TX,
US, 76104

  
 

JUN
4

Celebration of Life 02:00PM

Robertson Mueller Harper Funeral and Cremation
Services

 Fifteen Hundred Eighth Avenue, Fort Worth, TX,
US, 76104

  
 

JUN
7

Committal Service 11:00AM

Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery
 2000 Mountain Creek Pkwy., Dallas, TX, US,

75211
  

 



Comments

An external video has been added.
 

 
 

 
Robertson Mueller Harper Funeral and Cremation Services - June 06 at 10:33 AM

A webcast video has been added.
 

 
 

 
Robertson Mueller Harper Funeral and Cremation Services - June 06 at 10:33 AM

I have just learned of Barbara's passing and my heart is broken. Me and my husband
and four children lived next door to Bill and Barbara for ten years and she sent my
children birthday cards for years beyond that! She was a bright light and she
reminded me constantly that a clean house didn't matter nearly as much as time
spent playing with my kids while they were young. Barbara loved her family so much!
I will never forget her. Love, Leslie Hayes 

 lmh06a@acu.edu
 
Leslie Hayes - August 18 at 01:05 PM

“

“

“

mailto:lmh06a@acu.edu


Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs. BARBARA McDONALD
WATHEN.

 
June 03 at 10:12 PM

My favorite memory of her was sitting next to her at the 4th of July celebration we
would have laughing about god knows what. She was so sweet and did not care who
saw her. From the Geers/McElhnaey family our condolences to all the family

 
Elexis Geers - June 03 at 05:17 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Mrs. BARBARA McDONALD
WATHEN.

 
June 02 at 11:42 PM

“

“

“

https://www.robertsonmuellerharper.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358
https://www.robertsonmuellerharper.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272


Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mrs. BARBARA
McDONALD WATHEN.

 
June 02 at 11:48 AM

Love, The Rockwells - Michael, Celeste & Morgan purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of Mrs. BARBARA McDONALD WATHEN.

 
Love, The Rockwells - Michael, Celeste & Morgan - June 01 at 02:09 PM

I will tell you she always made me feel special and loved when ever I saw her. We
may have gone years between visits but she always hugged me like I was one of her
own and we would pick up where we left off like it was yesterday. 

  
I tell you my very favorite memory would be the heartfelt, Thanksgiving Blessing she
gave that lasted so long we all got the giggles. You could hear whispers of behave,
other cousins being hushed, playfully slapped or pinch round the room as we waited
for the final Amen. 

 She was magical and seemed to make all things just a bit more fun. She was a
beautiful soul and she will be missed. 

  
Thank you all so much for sharing her with me.

 
Leslie Gray - May 25 at 04:54 PM

“

“
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https://www.robertsonmuellerharper.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370
https://www.robertsonmuellerharper.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357
https://www.robertsonmuellerharper.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357


I remember when Donna and I visited Aunt Barbara and Uncle Jim in Texas via train.
What an adventure. We were 9 and 10 years old traveling by ourselves. We had a
great time. We will miss you Aunt Barbara. All our thoughts and prayers to the family.
God bless!

 
Anna (Woods) Geers - Niece - May 25 at 02:34 PM
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Anna (Woods) Geers - Niece - May 25 at 02:33 PM
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